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"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things,
but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken
away from her."

Luke 10:41-43, NIV)

After hearing me preach about Mary and Martha, a little boy came up to me and
asked, “Pastor Renee, I'm planning on meeting my mom today [he had been staying
with grandparents] and we are going swimming. Do you think those plans are ok with
Jesus?” Imagine what might be possible if we take all of our plans and pray about
whether our plans are ok with Jesus BEFORE we act.
The Mary and Martha story teaches us about:
Distractions : Our own agendas and busyness sometimes get in the way of
God'’s plans for our lives. There are so many distractions tugging and pulling at
us. It can be hard to choose what is better when our lives are so cluttered. It
wasn't that Martha wasn't doing what she thought was right or good, but that
her plans for the dinner with Jesus were actually a distraction from an
opportunity to spend time with Jesus.
Choices : When we choose what is better, relationships always come first. Our
relationship with God gets first priority and our relationships with “neighbors”
come next. (It helps to know that this passage comes right after the story about
the Good Samaritan and a discussion about who our neighbor is). When we
put God first, our relationships and all of our living fall into place and we have a
sense of peace and joy. Martha chose to make things more complicated than
necessary and it got in the way of her relationship with Jesus.
Spontaneity : Are we willing to go with the flow and be open to the movement
of the Spirit? From Abraham to Paul to us, the hallmark of faithfulness to God
is willingness, when necessary, to drop our plans, agendas, and ‘stuff’ in order
to experience what God has in store for us.
In the end, if we don’t spend time with Jesus when opportunities arise, we will probably
end up like Martha: bitter, grumpy and resentful — even (and especially) of others who
do choose what is better every day. Here's what we can do as we seek to choose what
is better:
Declutter your life — take some time in the next few days to look at how you
spend your time, thinking and praying about whether your life reflects God's
priorities and your priorities. If there’s a disconnect, think and pray about what
needs to change — and then start making those changes!
Make time for God every day - Planto spend AT LEAST 10 minutes in prayer
and 10 minutes reading scripture every day.
Go with the flow — Be flexible and open to the movement of the Spirit. Pay
attention when there is resistance — it may be a sign that we aren't on track with
God.
Choosing what is better is a gift that we can receive every day — a gift that will never
be taken from us. May we all choose wisely. (By the way, | did tell the little boy that |
thought Jesus would be happy if he spent time with his mom!)

Blessings,

Pastor Renee
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HOUSERVILLE HOUSE OF HOPE EVENTS

Water Park Fun

On Thursday, August 5 Houserville House of Hope will be holding Water Park Fun event for all ages. It will
be from 6:30-8 pm. Come dressed to get wet and bring a towel! Join us for closely supervised water fun
including sprinklers, water balloons, giant bubbles and more! Gentle water activities for young children.

Houserville Community Pichic

On Thursday, August 12 Houserville House of Hope will be having a Community Picnic from 6-8 pm. Join your
neighbors for delicious food, music, a bounce house and memories of Summer Fun. Details will be mailed
separately.

Houserville UMC House of Hope Community Center

This is your community center. Why not schedule it today for that birthday party, baby shower, etc. There is NO
fee, but a donation to cover costs is welcome. Call Sharon Poorman at (814) 360-4148 or email her at
bchbumn@comcast.net to schedule.

10 + 10 - Time for Prayer and Bible
Don’t forget your 10 + 10 Commitment! Everyone should be spending a minimum of 10 minutes in prayer every
day and another 10 minutes reading the Bible. If you need help getting started, please contact Pastor Renee.

Facebook
Look for Houserville House of Hope on Facebook to see what we are up to and become a fan!

Website
Please check out our website at www.houserville-umc.org!

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!



WOODYCREST EVENTS

Divorce Care

On Thursday evenings from 6:45-9 pm the Woodycrest UMC will be holding a Divorce Care Class. This class
is to help people find help and healing for the hurt of separation and divorce. Divorce Care is a friendly, caring
group of people who will walk along side you through one of life’s most difficult experiences. Don’t go through
separation or divorce alone. Divorce Care seminars and support groups are led by people who understand
what you are going through and want to help. You'll gain access to valuable Divorce Care resources to help
you deal with the pain of the past and look forward to rebuilding your life. If you are interested or know
someone who would benefit from this ministry, please contact Rodney Romig at 814-353-8476. Session topics
are as follows: Session #1 - What's Happening to Me?; Session #2 - The Road to Healing/Finding Help;
Session #3 - Facing My Anger; Session #4 - Facing My Depression; Session #5 - Facing My Loneliness;
Session #6 - What Does the Owner’'s Manual Say?; Session #7 - New Relationships; Session #8 - Financial
Survival; Session #9 - Kid Care; Session #10 - Single Sexuality; Session #11 - Forgiveness; Session #12 -
Reconciliation; Session #13 - Moving On, Growing Closer to God.

Corn Boil
The annual Corn Boil will be held on August 14, 2010 at 5 pm at Ted & Daisy Romig’s house at 1296 Bechwith
Road, Port Matilda, PA 16870. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share and your lawn chairs!

In His Service Care Group
In His Service Care Group will be having a meeting on August 21, 2010 from 9-11 am at Woodycrest United
Methodist Church.

Exercise Equipment
If you have exercise equipment in good condition, please contact the church office at 814-238-1683.

Life Change Bible Study

A prayer and support group for people trying to live healthy lifestyles in a challenging world. We discuss areas
of concern such as healthy eating, stress, and using Scriptures as our guide.

We will be meeting on Mondays at 7 pm until May 24, 2010 and will resume in the Fall.

Woodycrest Choir

We have a couple of empty chairs (we can always add more) and would encourage anyone who likes music to
join us. We have a lot of fun and fellowship using our voices for God.

Contact Debbie Shehan at (814) 355-3979 for more information.

10 + 10 - Time for Prayer and Bible
Don’t forget your 10 + 10 Commitment! Everyone should be spending a minimum of 10 minutes in prayer every
day and another 10 minutes reading the Bible. If you need help getting started, please contact Pastor Renee.

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!



COMMUNITY EVENTS

Paint the Park Pink Night with the Spikes
When & Where - On Saturday, August 7 the Spikes is holding a Paint the Park Pink Night at the Spikes game.
The games starts at 7pm at Medlar Field at Lubrano Park Home of the State College Spikes. Support all
cancer survivors by enjoying a night at the ball field with the State College Spikes! There will be lots of prizes,
FREE pink t-shirts to the first 1000 attendees. There will be an opportunity to get health information on cancer
treatments, to meet cancer treatment specialists from Mount Nittany Medical Center and more. A percentage of
event proceeds are donated to the Mount Nittany Medical Center Cancer Program.

Remember to wear PINK to the game to support Breast Cancer Awareness!

United Methodist Souls-in-the-Stands

On Friday, August 20, 2010 will be holding an United Methodist Souls-in-the-Stands night at the ballpark. The
game starts at 7:05 pm at Medlar Field at Lubrano Park in State College, PA. Join us for an exciting evening of
State College Spikes Baseball as they battle the Jamestown Jammers. The State College District Ministerium
is sponsoring this event as a way of brining “Christ Followers” together for fun and fellowship. Please order
your tickets by August 2. The tickets are $7.00 each and $2.00 of every ticket sold will go to support the
Wesley Foundation at Penn State. Hope to see you at the ballpark!

Volunteer Trip

Houserville and Woodycrest Churches  will be taking a trip to Mission Central on August 28, 2010. We will
be leaving from Houserville UMC parking lot at 8am. We will be touring the facility and volunteering in whatever
way is most useful for the day. If you are interested in going on the trip please email Pastor Renee or call the
office to make sure we have enough drivers and vehicles.

Free Vouchers for Produce (from Centre Daily Times, July 15, 2010)

The Centre County Office of Aging is distributing the Farmers Market Vouchers at the office, 420 Holmes
Street, Room 245, Bellefonte, PA 16823. The Farmers Market Program is for those who will be 60 years of age
or older by December 31 and meet the financial guidelines. At this time, guidelines are $20,036 for an
individual and $26,955 for two people. All income is to be included and is gross income not net income. Each
eligible person will receive #20 as four $5 checks. Checks must be spent at a participating vendor at a Farmers
Market and used before November 30. The produce must be grown or growable in Pennsylvania,; this rules out
all the citrus fruit, such as lemons and tropical bananas. Checks are available 8:30 am to 5 pm Monday
through Friday at the Centre County Office of Aging. Send questions to Aging Q & A, Centre County of Aging,
420 Holmes Street, Bellefonte, PA 16823 or call at 814-355-6716 or by emailing at aging@co.centre.pa.us. For
the fully article please go to www.centredaily.com/2010/07/15/2094799/vouchers-treat-area-seniors.

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
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Events for Your Calendar -

Houserville:

Water Park Fun on Thursday,
August 5, 2010

Houserville Community Picnic on
Thursday, August 12, 2010

Woodycrest:

Corn Boil on Thursday, on
August 14, 2010 at 5 pm.

Divorce Care Group will meet every
Thursday evenings from 6:45-9 pm.




